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a Doubling of Troops.

By LESLIE MAITLAND
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WASEINGTON, Dec. 1 — In the
past year President Reagan has made
‘combating narcotics tratficking one of
.struggle to its highest level in at least
adecade. . i

He bas sent scores of agents to south
Florida, the most active entry pomt
tor drug smugglers, and has called for
a dozen anti-narcotics forces to be de-
ploved eisewbere. In addition, the
pumber of Federal agents assigned to
ga)::oﬁcsmisscbequdwbedm»

Tbe President has pushed for the
use of military personnel and equip-
meat’ 0 gain intelligence on drug
movernents. He has encouraged the
Ceotral Intelligence Agency and the
State Deparunent 1o provide informa-
Bon and assistance 10 BArCOTCS inves-

Attorpey Geperal William French
Smith has been sent around the worid
o meet with counterperts in drug-
producing countries. Even Nancy
Reegap has joived in the fight, visit-
ing drug Teamment centers and speak-
ing oot aganst the dangers of narcot.
ics.

But perbaps most important, tbe-

President has, for the first time, auv-
thorized agents of the Federal Bureau
of lovestigation to assist in the battle.

Orpe of every 10 agents, or & total of -
500, is now working tull time on drug :

ovestigatians.
‘Most Imense Federal Effort’

*‘I would say that this is the most in-
teose Federal effort ever against
drugs,” said Associate Attorpey Gen-
eral Rudoiph W. Giuliani, one of the
key strategists in the effort.

Just this week, Mr. Reagan signed.
an urgent budget request seeking
‘Toore than $130 million to finance the
12 irvestigative forces, which be has:
tip the battle .against
commitment to this pro-:
is unshakeable,” be said in Oc-.
‘t;iber.a.mngfortheformaﬁonottbe‘

ts. - .

Devised t0 provide a unified Fed-
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the Internal Revenue Service and the
Bureau of Alcobol, Tobaceo and Fire-
arms, all agencies slated to partici-
pate in the campaign. - LT
_ Some critics in Congress familiar
with the unsatistactory results of
previous drives o stetn narcotics traf-
ficking say that the added manpower
will only replenish agent ramks to
their 1976 levels, betore.cuts imposed
by both Democratic and Republican
administrations. What is peeded, they
contend, is & firm diplomatic ap-
proach to drug-producing countries,
requiring tbeir governments to crack
O0owD OD exporters. | ’
Otbers argue that short of bracing
shores and borderiines with guards to
search every person entering tbe
country, no plan.to curb drug smug-
gling can ever be ‘trnly successtul.
Tbey also say that it is imnpossible 10
measure with any certaintv either the
extem of drug use or the impact of any
enforcement effort. - :
Bowever, Justice Department offi-
cials counter that the addition of the
F.B.L o0 the battie has aiready made
& major ditference. Since the bureau
grined jurisdiction for narcotics at the
begimning of this year, fts caseload of
drug cases has gone from fewer 100 to
more than 850, according to Francis
M. Mullen Jr., the F.B.l. otficial who
is acting administrator of the D.E.A.
The number of joint investigations bas
jumped from fewer than 15 to 245, be
added, and the number of d
‘lated wiretaps has almost tripied.

And discussing the C |
the ﬁsﬁ Mr. Mull
Daard.”

“We meet on 2 regular basis gnd
.thev're doing some vers work for .

muc&morenowthmtheydidaymr

en said that

-re-

. As for the argument that more dip-

Jomatic work was needed to stem the |
flow of drugs into the country, Admin- {~tbe budget

|

‘Jation that his motives were
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country, had been a stumbling block
in conducting investigations.
i is ‘‘major and
sweeping’’ parcotics program in Octo-
ber, Mr. Reagan said, *“‘We intend to,
40 what is pecessary to end the drug.
menace and cripple organized cri e
His pre-election timing led 1o speco--
political,”
but law entorcement officials say they -
are not concerned with motives, oaly.
with getting money for the plap and-
putting it ints action. ‘"Tbe political
broom sometimes sweeps best,” said -
According to some Administration’
officials, the dramas of creating 12 pew.
investigetive forces made .it possible
10 ask for & Jarge extra appropriation -
in & way that would pot have worked
hed the Justice Department m

R erely.
.asked for money to hire 760 more o

vestigators and build more prisag

space, &n approach some believe

would have been preferable, =~ -
Some Contusion Foreseen

Otbers worry, however, that jt may
be cumbersome and contusing to &i.’
vide the caseload and share intorma.~
tion among so many separate law s’
forcement entties. The 12 new forces’
will concentrate on large narcotics
distribution petworks meanaged by or..
ganized crime, while 12 Organized-
Crime Strike Forces, already in exisi.
ence, continue work on other of
organized criminal actvity. The
F.B.I1 and the D.E.A., meanwhile,
will continue operating from their own
regional otfices across the country, .

Whatever the gdifficulties, the Ad.
ministratiop seems determined to see’
fts plan through Congress, -even' if
some compromises become peces-

As recently &s last week, Adminis.
tration officials said that the urpent
budget request would suggest that the,
parcotics plan be financed by curting:
back in other areas, without raising.
<eiling. But when that ap-

]

{stration officials say that Attorpey | Proach raised doubts on Capito} Hill.

‘Geperal Smith's receat three-week
c;pwnsdsignedﬁtbjustthat.in;

!
.: The pecessity of the trip and its’
valve for the expense, which covered
‘s traveling party of about 20 people,
‘bave been broadly questioned. But
Kenneth W. Starr, counselor to Mr.

about the commitment to the plan, the
Administration ' shitted jts position.
The Office of Mapagement and
Budget now says it cannot find suff-
Cient money to’ finance the plan by
shaving other programs, and 30 has.
quietly abandoned its attempt to dic-
tate Where the money sbould come

Sm.!th. insisted tbe mp was efteaﬂve m. P ) e

-and poted that it resulted in & mutual
assistance treaty with the ltalian au-
thorities. Mr. Starr added that gaining
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